R. TETTENHORST 


230 MORTM POUflTH StPtET 
SUITE* 


August 6, 2014 


Mr. Thomas Hockenhull 
British Museum 
Great Russell Street 
WC1B 3DG 
LONDON 


Dear Mr. Hockenhull: 

Andy Meadows gave me your name as the person to whom I should 
address a question I have about an important coin (copy attached) in the 
British Museum's Cabinet. 

Many years ago, I saw this coin at the Museum. It is one of only two 
uncirculated specimens of this rare variety. 

As a collector of United States half cents, I would appreciate it if you 
could give me any Information known to the Museum about its 
provenance. 

Thank you very much. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 


Attachment 
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RTettenhorst 
220 Fourth Street 
Suite A 
St Louis 
MO 63102 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


™ ^September 2Qi4 ----- 


Dear Mr Tettenhorst 


Thank you for your letter of 6 th August asking for acquisition details about BM C.3918, an 
uncirculated copper half cent of 1794. 

Unfortunately the acquisition details of this object were lost in the nineteenth century. It was found 
in 1870 on the desk of Rev W S Vaux, Keeper of Coins and Medals, following his retirement on 
grounds of ill health. Its original ticket had been lost. 

Most of our uncirculated early US specimens came from Sarah Sophia Banks, sister of Sir Joseph 
Banks, a collector of coins and tokens. Catherine Eagleton is writing a book about her, due to be 
published later this year or next. Although I would not be surprised to find that this coin was also 
originally acquired by her, I can find no reference to it in Sarah Sophia’s catalogue. 

I am sorry that I cannot be of more assistance on this occasion. 


Kind regards 



Tom HockenhuU 


Curator of Modem Money 


Department of Coin* and M*d*l* 
Telephone *44 {0)20 7323 8807 
Facaimile +44 (0)20 7323 8171 


London WC10 3DG 
Switchboard +44 (0)20 7323 6000 

wvw.BMbrtttiliir)uwum.acjjh 


Great Ruuell Street 






